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Nov. 11 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

Statement on Signing the Department of the Interior and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 1994
November 11, 1993

Today I have signed into law, H.R. 2520, the
‘‘Department of the Interior and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 1994.’’

H.R. 2520 provides funds for various pro-
grams of the Department of the Interior and
Energy, the Forest Service (Department of Agri-
culture), and the Indian Health Service (Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services). Funding
for various independent agencies such as the
Smithsonian Institution and the National Foun-
dation on the Arts and the Humanities is also
included.

The Act provides funding to further the pro-
tection and rehabilitation of America’s inventory
of natural and cultural assets, including our na-
tional parks and forests.

I am pleased that the Act includes funding
in support of the Forest Plan for the Pacific
Northwest, which will help both to begin imple-
mentation of ecosystem management and to off-
set economic disruptions to forest communities
in Washington, Oregon, and Northern Cali-
fornia.

The Act provides funding for my proposal
to establish a National Biological Survey. This
new bureau within the Department of the Inte-
rior will facilitate improvement in the quality
of biological research. Better science will result
in improved decision-making in the management
of the Nation’s federally managed lands and will
enable Federal land managers to avoid future
contentious actions under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act.

The Act provides funding for a number of
my investment proposals for energy conservation
and fossil energy research and development.
These investments are important for our Na-
tion’s energy future.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
November 11, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 2520, approved November 11, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–138.

Statement on Signing the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 1994
November 11, 1993

Today I have signed into law, H.R. 3116, the
‘‘Department of Defense Appropriations Act,
1994.’’ H.R. 3116 supports the Administration’s
major defense priorities and reflects a spirit of
cooperation between the Administration and the
Congress to provide for a strong national de-
fense. I am very pleased that the Congress has
addressed budget issues in such a way that pro-
vides balanced support for my number one pri-
ority, the readiness of our forces. I also appre-
ciate the support that the Congress has given
to key investment and modernization proposals,
especially my efforts to create a strong defense
reinvestment program.

However, I do have serious reservations about
a provision in section 8151 of this Act. I con-
strue section 8151(b)(2)(ii) as not restricting my
constitutional responsibility and authority as

Commander In Chief, including my ability to
place U.S. combat forces under the temporary
tactical control of a foreign commander where
to do otherwise would jeopardize the safety of
U.S. combat forces in support of UNOSOM II.
Such U.S. combat forces shall, however, remain
under the operational command and control of
U.S. commanders at all times.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

November 11, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 3116, approved November 11, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–139.
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